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(57) A method and system for prescription manage- 
ment is described. At least one prescription is received 
at a pharmacy and an order associated with at least one 
of the prescriptions is generated. A shipping location as- 
sociated with the order is determined and the order is 
communicated to a central fill facility for filling the pre- 
scriptions associated with the order. A cost associated 
with the order is received from the central fill facility. The 
cost includes a shipping cost and an order cost. Pay- 
ment is settled for the order based on the cost. In one 
embodiment, the prescription is filled with the prescribed 
drug at the central fill or a remote third-party facility for 
delivery of the drug to a location designated by the pa- 
tient on behalf of, but independent of, the designated 
pharmacy. 
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D1 : WO 01/59669 A (GENERAL MILLS, INC; FROSETH, BARRIE, R; BOWERS, 

RAYMOND; DICKSON, KATY) 16 August 2001 (2001-08-16) 
D2: WO 00/44649 A (ST. ONGE COMPANY) 3 August 2000 (2000-08-03) 
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method claims: 4, 12, 28, 31, 41. 

Thus, the set of claims does not fulfill the requirements of Article 84 EPC (conciseness) in 
combination with Rule 29(2) EPC. Should the applicant insist on having more than one 
independent claim in a particular category, he is requested to convincingly demonstrate that 
all the additional independent claims come under one of the exceptions set out in paragraphs 
(a), (b) or '(c) of Rule 29(2) EPC. ' ' " 



Article 56 EPC 

3.1 Independent Claim 1 

The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52(1) EPC, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an Inventive step in the sense of Article 56 EPC. 

a. D1 , which is regarded as the closest prior art, discloses a system for filling [orders] (p. 1 6. 
lines 16 - 22) comprising: 

software stored on a computer readable medium and operable to (p. 20, line 20 - p. 31 , line 

2): 
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receive an order from a customer (p. 33, lines 3 - 4), the order having a shipping 
location and at least one set of order information (p. 69, lines 1 - 30; Fig. 17); 
generate at least one order label based on the order (p. 21 , lines 3 - 7); 
determine a shipping cost associated with the order based on the shipping location (p. 
69, lines 23-24; Fig. 17); 

determine a cost for the order based on the shipping cost and the order (p. 69, lines 23 - 
24; Fig. 17); 

ship the order to the shipping location (p. 27, lines 9 - 14). 



b. The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from D1 in that 
the order is a prescription; 
the customer is a pharmacy; 



c. These distinguishing features merely concern non-technical features. Features which cannot 
be seen to make any contribution, either independently or tn combination with other features, 
to the solution of a technical problem are not relevant for assessing inventive step 
(Guidelines, C IV, 9.8.2). 

As claim 1 does not define any technical distinguishing features over the prior art, no objective 
technical problem can be identified. Therefore, the claimed subject-matter does not satisfy the 
requirement for an inventive step because there is no technical contribution to the prior at 
(Article 66 EPC). The same applies to system claim 44. 

3.2 Dependent Claims2- 3 and.7- 10 

a. The additional technical features of claim 2, i.e. label application and dispensing of a product 
into a container are known D1 (p. 21 , lines 3 - 7). 

b. The additional technical features of claim 3, i.e. packing of the container and shipping label 
application are known D1 (p. 21, lines 23 - 24). 

c. Claim 7: The content of the label merely relates to cognitive information and does therefore 
not provide a technical contribution over the prior art. Hence, no inventive step can be 
acknowledged for the subject-matter of claim 7. 

d. The additional technical features of claim 8, i.e. (electronic) communication with the customer 
is known from D1 (p. 69, lines 1 - 8; p. 17, lines 10 - 20). 
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3.3 



4. 
a. 



The additional features of claim 9 merely concern a commercial procedure, i.e. the 
determination of the shipment provider on cost basis. Provided with the commercial 
specification the skilled person (i.e. computer programmer) would modify the system of D1 in 
order to implement said comercial routine applying merely ordinary programming skills. 
Hence, no inventive step can be acknowledged for the subject-matter of claim 9. Further to 
that, the Implementation of such commercial procedures on order fulfillment systems is known 
from the prior art (see e.g. DZ, p. 37, line 1 6 - p. 38, line 28). 

Claim 1 0: Cost calculation merely concerns a commercial procedure. The technical 
implementation of this on the data processing system of D1 would not require an Inventive 
step (see also reasoning for claim 9). 

Method Claims 

In the light of the description (p. 32. lines 5 - 8), independent method claim 4 defines a 
computer-implemented method for operating the system defined in claim 1 . As all the features 
of claim 4 correspond to the features of claim 1, the subject-matter of claim 4 does not involve 
an inventive step for the same reasons as claim 1 . The same applies to dependent method 
claims 5 and 6. 



independent System Claim 1 1 

The subject-matter of claim 1 1. differs from the closest prior art (QJ.) In that . 

A. the order is a prescription; 

B. the vendor (pharmacy) transmits the order to a wholesaler (central fill) for order filling; 

C. settlement payment; 

Feature A does not define technical features and Is therefore not relevant for assessing the 
inventive step (see also reasoning for claim 1). 

The fact that the order is not filled by the vendor himself, but rather is rather delegated to a 
wholesaler (feature B) defines a purely commercial idea and forms part of the underlying 
business procedure. 

The underlying business-related aspects of the order filling method are not relevant for 
assessing inventive step. The method may therefore be described In the problem to be solved 
and is considered as a non technical specification that is provided to the person skilled in the 
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art of data processing such that the skilled person may provide an automated version of the 
method. 

An objective technical problem to be solved may be considered as how to implement the 
business method in the data processing system of D1 . 

The skilled person presented with the above problem and the requirements specification 
would solve the problem by providing all functions described in the requirements specification 
through use of standard programming techniques without the application of an inventive step. 

d. Feature C: The payment settlement routine forms part of said requirement specification. 
Similarly, the skilled person would implement a payment settlement routine by solely applying 
standard programming techniques when provided with specification of business routine. 

e. In view of the above, the subject-matter of claim 1 1 does not involve inventive step (Article 56 
EPC). The same applies to the corresponding method claim 12 and Independent claims 27, 
30, 31, 40 and 41. 



5. Independent Claims 28, 45 and 46 

Systems which are capable of filling a plurality of different orders (simultaneously) are known 
from the prior art (see e.g. D3, p. 3, 6) and would not require an inventive step when 
implemented into the system of D1 (Article 56 EPC). 

6. It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for an 
amended, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular matter 
as patentable, an independent claim should be filed taking account of Rule 29(1) EPC. The 
applicant should also indicate in the letter of reply the difference of the subject-matter of the 
amended claim yis.-a.-vis the state of the art and the significance thereof. 
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